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To assimilate the language of Chet Baker, we will take lines from his solos and place them in different 
harmonic settings. In this way, we can build a vocabulary derived from jazz language — approach notes, 
neighbor groups, rhythmic variety, melodic contour — and move toward a personal sound. 
 
Steps: 

1. Transcribe a line (melodic phrase) that you like from any solo 
2. Sing the line in 12 keys while playing voicings on the piano 
3. Use the line in a tune of your choosing, placing it in a spot that has the same chord progression 

 
1. LINE 1: “Do It the Hard Way,” Chet Baker vocal solo, m. 9-11, with piano voicings 

 
 

2. “Do It the Hard Way,” Chet Baker vocal solo, m. 9-11, with piano voicings transposed to C major 

 
 

3. Melody of “Day by Day,” m. 1-5, to use as a harmonic framework for the melodic phrases 
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4. Use line 1 in “Day by Day” over the ii-V-I in m. 3-5 
 

 
5. Use line 1 in “Day by Day” with additional melodic material 

 

 
 

6. Use line 1 in “Day by Day,” truncated and with additional melodic material 
 

 
 

7. LINE 2: “Do It the Hard Way,” Chet Baker vocal solo, m. 22-25 
 

 
 

8. Use line 2 in “Day by Day” with additional melodic material 
 

 
 

9. Use lines 1 & 2 in “Day by Day” 
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10. LINE 3: “Autumn Leaves,” Chet Baker trumpet solo, m. 5-7 
 

 
 

11. Use lines 3 & 1 in “There Will Never Be Another You” with additional melodic material 
 

 
 

12. LINE 4: “Donna Lee,” head, m. 15-17 
 

 
 

13. Use lines 1 & 4 in “Day by Day” 
 

 
 

14. Use lines 1 & 4 in “Day by Day” starting on a different beat than the original 
 

 
 

15. This process can go on indefinitely as we build more vocabulary for improvisation. ENJOY!!! 
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